Surname 5

True Purpose of Education
Students Name
Institutional Affiliation
Due Date
           

            Introduction
In Carter G. Woodson’s The Miseducation of the Negro, he described how the educational system failed to assist African Americans due to the inability of the teachers to teach African American students. He believed that African American students were being ethically and socially brainwashed in the American schools than being educated (Woodson, 2006). He claimed that this condition led the African Americans to become dependent and to look for humble places in the big society in which they are included. This paper aims at discussing the true purpose of education as provided by Woodson. For example, he stated that equal education opportunities mean better lives for all including African Americans.
Woodson believed that education is important because it helps to eliminate the notion of the inferiority of the Negro which is a bias that hinders service to the people. He believes that educated Negroes earn a living by preaching what they learned in school. Woodson stated that language, science, and mathematics offered in universities might have served a good purpose but instead gave propaganda. Woodson believed that education provided the Negroes with different kinds of knowledge used to better lives. For example, in the theology schools, Negroes acquire the knowledge of how to interpret the Bible and become preachers who supply the spiritual needs of the populations, (Woodson, 56). The business school offers the Negroes skills in psychology and economics of Wall Street which gave them opportunities to be in charge of push bananas, ice wagons, and sell off peanuts to improve their lives. However, African Americans missed these opportunities because the schools were not able to teach them properly.
Woodson believed that education was more of a transfer of knowledge from the teacher to the student. According to Woodson, education is also important because it gives opportunities to learn about culture and history. He also believed that education aims at developing individual skills. Education should also help fix the problem of superiority and inferiority and teach the White-washed history versions to the students of future generations. Woodson maintained that education should help control racism. Education should also provide job opportunities according to Woodson. Woodson also believed that education helped to learn about politics but the African Americans were denied such opportunity. Education also should students understand what is best for them. Woodson stated, “authentic education would not only teach students to think and recite information also allow students to ask difficult epistemological and ontological questions about life, political systems, social and economic inequities, and the very purpose of humankind” (Woodson, 29).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Woodson also described the purpose of education as to motivate people to live more profusely, to learn how to start living the way they find it and improve it. He also maintained that education empowers individuals, societies, and nations and that teachers should have the duty to teach students who eventually become future leaders, to educate them through knowledge about themselves and the peripheral and the marginalized citizens. According to Woodson, education is important because if the Negroes were allowed to study, then they should have been aware of what they were permitted to do. Woodson states another purpose of education as “education should always have been about much more than the mere imparting of knowledge from one vessel to another, especially for African American”, (Woodson, 26).  Education could also help African Americans succeed in the White world full of racism by being educated beyond the fundamental 3 Rs: understanding themselves, where they come from, their individual, social, economic, and political histories as well as their worth.
Woodson continues “that Black people must not be taught to see themselves through the lens of those who sought/seek to destroy them but through a new lens, not obstructed by mainstream culture.” Education usually makes the Negroes have a contempt attitude towards their people because they are taught to like Hebrews, Latin, Greek, and Teuton and to disrespect African Americans. According to Woodson, education should enable Negroes to demand their right from racism but they have instead decried racism due to poor education for the African Americans.
Woodson believed that education was meant to help fight against racial discrimination by learning to accommodate all ethnicities but this has not been the case for the Negroes because they never get the opportunity to be taught about such. Woodson explained that education should eradicate poverty but the Negroes remained in poverty due to a lack of proper education. Education should also open up opportunities for people but the Negroes were unable to secure opportunities related to their skills. Education should provide an understanding of one’s linguistic culture but the White students were made to ridicule the African American language making it hard for them to learn effectively. According to Woodson, education should increase self-esteem and self-confidence but what the Negroes got was different. For example, the law students were termed as the most dangerous criminals in the country and for the medical students, they were termed as germ carriers which lowered their self-confidence in their education.
Another purpose of education according to Woodson is socialization between students of different races but was not possible for the Negroes due to their discrimination. Education should also create thoughtful citizens but this was not the case for the Negroes because the teachers were unable to offer proper education. According to Woodson, education also aims at assimilating immigrants into the mainstream community. However, African Americans were never assimilated for they were discriminated against their race. Another purpose of education described by Woodson is that education should enable students to develop problem-solving skills. Woodson also described that equal education opportunities should be provided for all students to ensure a common curriculum and opportunities for diverse students.
Conclusion
Carter G. Woodson wrote claiming about the system of education that never supported African Americans. Woodson discussed many challenges that the Negroes faced in the education system. He explained how they were not given equal opportunities compared to the Whites and how the teachers were reluctant to teach them. Woodson used these challenges to explain the purposes of education. For example, he stated that education equipped students with knowledge and skills of how to improve their lives and also empowered individuals, communities, and nations.
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